City of Saint Paul
CENTRAL CORRIDOR DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY

Adopted October 24, 2007 as a chapter of the Comprehensive Plan
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The Central Corridor represents a tremendous opportunity and challenge for Saint Paul. If the community takes full advantage of plans
to construct light rail transit (LRT) on University Avenue, linking downtown Saint Paul with the University of Minnesota and downtown
Minneapolis, the result will be stronger businesses, more vibrant neighborhoods and a more beautiful urban place.

While constructing the light rail line is a multi-jurisdictional effort, planning for the related physical, economic and social development
of the Central Corridor is the City of Saint Paul’s responsibility. This document, the Central Corridor Development Strategy, establishes
a vision and set of strategies for how the Central Corridor should grow and change over the next 25 - 30 years in response to the LRT
investment.

The work represented here is the result of a nine-month process of community involvement, discussion and review. To guide this work,
Mayor Chris Coleman asked the Planning Commission to establish two community-based task forces, one focused on University Avenue,
the other on the downtown core and Capitol area. These task forces each include 15-20 people who are representative of area residents,
businesses and communities of color, as well as those with interest and expertise in areas such as affordable housing, real estate, urban
design, finance, sustainability and transit-oriented development. The task forces were assisted by City of Saint Paul staff and a consultant
team led by Urban Strategies, Inc.

The Central Corridor Development Strategy will frame dozens of individual decisions that will be made in the Corridor over the next decade
and beyond. It will guide public decisions about land use and zoning, capital investments and the delivery of city services. And it will
guide private decisions relative to buying homes, and locating and expanding businesses. It will challenge the community to think about
incorporating alternative strategies into redevelopment activities, connecting transit with pedestrian and bicycle routes, enhancing the
role of the arts in neighborhood life, and preparing a skilled work force to build the rail line itself. The Strategy will not include all the
detail, but it will create a framework for more detailed planning in the future. This will include work on regulatory changes and station area
planning, as well as special studies and initiatives related to inclusionary housing, parking management, strengthening local businesses,
public art, bicycle-pedestrian connections and more.

Thank you for your interest in the Central Corridor!



We thank all of those who contributed to create the the Central Corridor Development Strategy and in particular:
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the McKnight, Saint Paul, and Bigelow
Foundations which helped fund this
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